36o                 CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

The object at which the Evangelicals aimed from
the beginning of the Synod was to vote a creed which
would declare the faith of the Church. They could
not compel those who were already preachers to sub-
scribe it, but they might impose it on future candidates.
At first sight a creed seems one of the best ways of
preserving the orthodox faith of a community. It is,
however, a fact that Churches without creeds, as, for
instance, the English Independents, may for the most
part remain orthodox, while Churches with creeds, as
the Church of England or the Lutheran Church in
Germany, may find their creeds as straw and stubble
before them. An Evangelical at the Synod was de-
nouncing the Hegelians, and a Liberal answered that
Hegel would have subscribed the most orthodox of
the creeds. Any confession of faith will bear a great
many meanings. The memorable feat of Dr. Newman
with the Thirty-nine Articles has demonstrated that
men cannot be bound by confessions of faith. Human
language is necessarily imperfect, and forms of belief,
like everything else in human nature, are coutirmally
undergoing an imperceptible change. A century had
not elapsed in England before Arnunians not only
subscribed our Calvinistic articles, but even denied
that they were Calvinistic. Professor Nicolas, in a
recent lecture on the history of the College of Hontaur
ban, traced three different stages in the views of the
professors. The first were strict Calvinists, even
believing ' la damnation eternelle des petits enfants.7
The last were more moderate, yet always clinging to
Calvinism. The school of Saumur was the first to
make a groat departure from the confession of Eochelle.